Sri Maragadhavalli Samedha Sri Vijaya Raghava Perumal Temple at Thirupputkuzhi.

It is said that maintaining an ancient temple is better than building a hundred new ones. That is the reason why Yasoda who brought up Sri Krishna, attained greater eminence even compared to Devaki who gave birth to Him. 

This is all the more significant when the ancient temple is a Divyasthalam (One of the 108 temples sung by an Alwar)
Please Share with us the details. We request you to give us a little of your valuable time by reading this completely.

1. Salient Features of the Perumal Temple.

	Name of temple
	Sri Vijaya Raghava Perumal temple

	The Lord
	Sri Vijaya Raghavan

	The Goddess
	Sri Maragadhavalli Thayar

Varuththa Payiru Mulaikkavaikkum Thayar. Prarthana Sthalam for people who look forward to issues.

	Other Sannidhis
	Sri Andal, Sri Vedantha Desikar, Sri Manavala Mamunigal,

Sri Udayavar (Sri Ramanujah)

	Sannidhi Outside the Temple Precincts
	Sri Jatayu, Sri Anjaneyer

	Significance
	Divyasthalam (One of the 108 Thiruppathi), 

	Eulogized By 
	Thirumangai Alwar, 

	Other Important Eulogies
	Paramartha Sthuhti by Sri Vedantha Desika,

	Historical Event of Significance
	Sri Ramanujah, studied here under the Advaithin 
Sri. Yadhavaprakasa, who later became a student of Sri.Ramanujah

	Location
	Tamilnadu (80 Km from Chennai, on the Bangalore Highway)

	Name of the village
	Thiru Putkuzhi 

	Origin
	In Ramayana. The place where Jatayu fell after fighting Ravana to save Seetha. Named after Jatayu.

	Puranic Significance
	Place where Rama blessed Jatayu to attain Moksha (Heaven)

	Pushkarini

(Temple Tank)
	Gridhra Pushkarini (Jatayu Pushkarini). Said to have been created by the bow of Sri Rama for getting holy water for the last rites of Jatayu.

	Known History
	About 1300 years

	Festivals
	Brahmothsavam and Pavithrothsavam, 

	Special Days
	Amavasya, Punarvasu, Pooram, Krithigai, Uthiram, Thiruvathirai, Shravanam, Moolam.

	Our web site
	www.members.tripod.com \~vrperumal


2. Renovation Efforts

In the last ten years renovation and maintenance efforts have been going on in a steady manner. A lot of information about the temple was published in the major Newspapers and Magazines in India. All India Radiobroadcast a special program. 

1. The Priests and the other staff of the temple were remunerated monthly. (This is continuing till date). The temple started maintaining regular timings to the convenience and delight of the devotees. This, to a great extent, motivated the Priests in maintaining the Poojahs regularly and to treat the devotees to get the spiritual experience that they look for. This has resulted in people coming to the temple in good numbers. 
2. Towards this every month about Rs.12000 (Twelve Thousand) is provided for the temple. This amount used to be fully contributed by a few individuals and one or two trusts. However recently this is partially being met from the interest amount from the corpus fund created for this purpose. With the reducing interest rated it has become necessary to enhance the corpus fund from 10 lacs to 18 lacs. 

3. New Kavachams were made for the Uthsava Murthi of the Lord Vijaya Raghava and Goddess Maragadhavalli, as well as the ancient idol of Samara Pungavan which also refers to Rama. 

4. All the Vahanams (Holy Vehicles used during the festivals) were painted and proper housing provided for the same. 

5. Maragadha Bhavanam, a building residential in nature, was built adjacent to the temple, to receive the devotee visitors and to care for at least their basic needs since the village otherwise does not have any special hotel facilities. 

6. Annadhanam (Distribution of free food to almost all visitors after offering to the Lord) is being performed on every New Moon day, when a large number of devotees arrive form morning to evening. Amavasya (New Moon day) has always been a specialty when people have been traditionally visiting the temple in large numbers. The complexion of this crowd has changed from merely comprising of the nearby villagers to a heterogeneous crowd from cities like Madras, Bangalore and sometimes from far away places from where people wanting to visit the 108 Thiruppathi, arrive.

7. The festivals are being conducted regularly with a large number of priests participating in the Veda Parayanam and Nalayira Divya Prabandam recitals.

8. School Children in the village school, were given books, writing materials etc. The school  was provided with Fans, teaching materials, chairs etc.

9. Several ornaments and Vasthram (Silk Cloth), have been contributed by the devotees through the period of renovation.

The village Panchayath and the local people take an active interest in the works of the upkeep of the temple taken up by the trust.

3.The Formation of a Trust

A Trust was formed in the year 1995, to gain the capability to take up major renovation works. The aim of the trust has been to mobilize large public contributions and take up major works. Parellelly, social needs of the village are also kept in mind. The name of the Trust is "Maragadhavalli Samedha Sri Vijaya Raghava Perumal Trust". As part of the re construction and renovation work the following were taken up.


1. The Mathil Suvar (the outer ramparts of the temple) and the Madaipalli (Temple Kitchen) had been badly damaged and would have collapsed due to rain in the due course. Rebuilding of this was taken up at the cost of Rs. 1.20 Million and completed.

‘Balalayam’ (Readiness to commence reconstruction activities of the temple) was conducted on 22ND, 23RD and the 24TH of January 1999. 

2. All the six Gopurams, of the various Sannidhis (Sanctums), including Sannidhi of Jatayu which is located outside the temple, have  been repaired and newly painted at a cost of 0.30 Million Rupees. Every icon has been remade with loving care and perfection by the Sthpathy. Missing icons have been added over the outer ramparts of the temple.

3. Paving the Praharams (where devotees circumambulate) were attended to with laying of new stones. 

4. All the outsides of the walls of the second Prakaram of Perumal Sannidhi and the entire mandapam of the Thayar Sannodhi have been sandblasted to remove the black dirt, thus reclaiming the original look of the stonewalls.

5. The inner and outer mandapams of the Perumal Sannidhi have been paved with terra-cota ceramic tiles.

6. Highly informative souvenirs, at the cost of 0.20 million, have been published providing considerable details about the rich heritage of the temple and the philosophies governing the temple. The wish is to make this an annual feature.

7. Enough land has been cleared for raising a Nandavanam (Garden) and a 15 feet pathway for circumambulating the outer ramparts. 

8. The temple well has been renewed for refurbishing the water resource, so that well water is available for the regular use of the temple.

9. Every Sannidhi has been provided with iron grill doors so that, when it is not the pooja time, devotees can have dharshan of the Murthis in the sannidhi.

10. General cleaning of the premises, white washing of the relevant portions of the temple, and painting of the doors of the sannidhis have been done. 

11. Electrification of the temple premises has been completely redone through replacing of the wiring, conduits, and fittings.

12. New lighting of the mandapams, focus lights for the Rajagopuram etc have been done. 

 Samprokshnam for the main temple after all these works was conducted on 30TH June 1999.

We need to repair the surroundings of the Temple tank, build a garden and take up a score of other work to bring back the temple to its glorious days.

4. The Anjaneya Temple.

For more than the last seventy-five years, the Anjaneya temple opposite to the main temple had remained completely dilapidated. 

The Thirumeni (Sculpture) of Anjaneya is in the roopam (form) of a Bhaktha Anjaneya and the Thirumuka mandalam (Face) reveals such simplicity and Bhavya Bhava (Great Humility) that only a Baktha Anjaneya can reveal. 

Since the temple was dilapidated, the Murthys ( Idol, both the main and the uthsava Murthi) had been preserved in Sri Vedantha Desikar sannidhi, inside the main temple. Both Moolavar and Uthsava murthi have been preserved intact in all these years without Aradhana. (worship)

In the glorious days, when every time, the main deity Sri Vijayaraghava Perumal had had a Thiruveedhi Ula, (Divine Procession) He always did stop over at the sannidhi of Anjaneya and the Eyal Goshti (Prabandha recital) commenced from there. This ancient custom was to be reinstated. 

The Anjaneya temple had originally been built in such a way that Anjaneya enjoyed the Thiruvadi Dharshan (Sight of the Lotus feet of the Lord) of Sri Vijayaraghava Perumal. 

An effort was made to rebuild this temple in its Old Glory and plan at an estimated of cost Rs. 1.0 Million.

The temple was totally covered with bushes and creepers. This has been now completely cleaned up. The digging of the earth around the existing foundation showed that the foundation was still intact. Fortunately all the stones used in the construction of the original temple were located. Whatever was still a part of the old temple, needed to be dismantled for rebuilding. 

The old temple had been built in a place opposite to the main temple and in a very scenic surrounding. A small stream runs in the right side of the temple, which faces the western direction. 

A simple poojah was conducted for the start of the reconstruction process in January 1999 and the reconstruction was completed within the estimated cost. 

This work is indeed considered one of the most important activity, since this restored the Anjaneyar temple which always has a significant place in any Vaishnavite Sthalam, and more so in a temple of Sri Rama. 

It was very heartening to observe that the villagers were very keen in this effort of rebuilding the Anjaneyar temple and they were most co-operative.

5. Further works

1. A dining hall cum kitchen was built at a cost of Rs. 0.60 million which would seat about 75 people at a time to provide for handling a large crowd during festival times. This was named as Vijay Kripa, after the main deity.

2. An adjunct to this has been built to house, men and women who assemble during the new moon day and stay over night. 

3. The main Praharam was re-laid with Hyderabad stones after removing the old ragged and uneven stones which were originally there.

4. A portable genset has been provided for the temple.

5. A silver mandapam  has been provided inside the sanctum of the Goddess for installing the uthsava Murthis in the sannidhi.

6. The trust has managed to create a Corpus of about Rs. 0.90 million for partially taking care of the daily needs of the temple through providing regular income through the interest on these funds. 

We have completed all the work mentioned above only  through the generous and unflinching assistance of a large number of people like you. Almost rupees 18  to 20 million was collected through the generosity of the devotees to complete the above work

We request you to specifically consider taking a very active interest to contribute towards the corpus fund for the temple in order to continuously maintain the temple which has been brought back as much as possible to its original glory.

6. Your Participation

Your participation can be through picking up a specific Thiruppani (One item of work), or through contributing liberally to the general pool.

The following works are only suggestive.

	1
	Formation of a Nandhavanam.
	Rs.75000 ($2000)

	2
	Cleaning and rebuilding the surroundings of the temple tank
	Rs.100000 ($2500)

	4
	Renovating the two Vahana Mandapam in the village that are used during the Thiru Veedhi  Ula. (Divine procession of the Lord with his consorts)
	Rs.1000000 each

($20000 each)

	5
	Installing a Sannidhi for Varadaraja Perumal
	Rs.50000 ($2200)

	7
	Contributions for the social welfare of the village and schools.
	As deemed fit

	8
	Sand Blasting of outer walls of the temple, per wall
	Rs. 20000 ($500)

	10
	Building up of a corpus fund for regular maintenance of the temple and daily poojahs Target Rs.2,000,000 ($40000)
	As deemed fit

	11
	Contribution to building tiny industries/commercial activities in the village.
	As per the nature of Industry/activity.


The above are only rough estimates.

The following Uthsavams (Festivals)/ Special Poojahs need sponsorship on a sustained basis

	Sl
	Description of Festivals/Poojas
	Periodicity
	Amount

	1
	Brahmothsavam
	Annual
	Rs. 45000 ( $1125)

	2
	Pavithrothsavam
	Annual
	Rs.20000 ($500)

	3
	Theppothsavam
	Annual
	Rs.25000 ($625)

	4
	Thirumanjanam
	Bi-Weekly
	Rs.1000 ($25)

	5
	Sahasranama Archana
	Bi-weekly
	Rs.500 ($15)

	6
	Annadhanam
	Monthly
	Rs.2000 ($50)


You can book in advance for a month of your choice. The days for the Thirumanjanam, will be indicated by the temple. For the Sahasranama Archana any day of your choice can be fixed.

You can also pick up any work of your choice and can write to us. For any of this we will send you the estimates and then get the work done on your behalf.

We request your participation in all this, through helping us to build the requisite finances. Your contribution, large or small, is appreciated with great fervor. This will go towards bringing this divyasthalam and an ancient temple as also the village back to their past golden glory. 

It is said that maintaining an ancient temple is better than building a hundred new ones. When the ancient temple is a Divyasthalam it is all the more significant. That is the reason why Yasoda attained greater eminence even compared to Devaki who gave birth to the Lord Sri Krishna.

You are most welcome to visit your temple.

6. Please Give us a Helping Hand 

Contribution received at

1. The Maragadhavalli Samedha Sri Vijaya Raghava Perumal Trust
Maragadha Bhavanam,
Thirupputkuzhi
Baluchetty Chathram PO
Tamil Nadu, 631551
India

2. C.S.Raghunathan
Trustee

Sree Flats
18/3, Masilamani Street

T-Nagar, Chennai, 600017
Tamil Nadu

India. 

Cheques should be drawn in the name of the "Maragadhavalli Samedha Sri Vijaya Raghava Perumal Trust"

7. Bank Accounts

1. Indian Bank, at Thirupputkuzhi
2. Bank Of India, Anna Salai Branch, Chennai,

Thank you for giving a patient reading.

Yours Sincerely

The members of the Trust

